[Prognosis and costs of patients with prehospital cardiac arrest treated with respirators].
A retrospective study was undertaken of prehospital cardiac arrest and revealed that mechanical ventilation was employed in 132 consecutive patients after resuscitation. A total of 24 of these survived for more than three months; 14 were discharged to their homes while ten were discharged to nursing homes on account of cerebral sequelae. No patients in whom the cardiac arrest had lasted more than 25 minutes survived for more than three months and patients with cerebral sequelae were more frequently mechanically ventilated for longer than 48 hours. The total cost of treatment for the 132 patients was estimated to be 10,500,000 Danish crowns (approximately 954,000 pounds). A total of 7% of the patients survived with cerebral sequelae but these were responsible for more than 60% of the expenses.